TEXAS BOARD OF VETERINARY
MEDICAL EXAMINERS

NEW WORLD SCREWWORM:
WHAT TEXANS NEED TO KNOW

New World Screwworm (NWS) is a parasite that can affect pets, livestock, wildlife, and
occasionally people. The flies lay eggs in wounds or skin openings, and the larvae feed
on living tissue and can cause painful of life-threatening injuries.

HELP PROTECT TEXAS ANIMALS
e The United States has successfully eliminated NWS before.
e Early detection and reporting are highly effective.
e Veterinarians, animal shelters, livestock producers, and pet owners all play a role in
detection and prevention.

CHECK YOUR ANIMALS REGULARLY
Look for:
e Open wounds
e Swelling or discharge
e A strong, unpleasant odor
e Excessive licking or chewing
e Loss of appetite or unusual behavior

WHO IS AT RISK?
e Dogs and cats
Livestock
Wildlife
Outdoor animals
Animals with cuts, bites, or surgical incisions

IF YOU SUSPECT A PROBLEM
l.Contact your veterinarian immediately.
2.Do not attempt to remove larvae yourself.
3.Keep the wound clean and prevent further injury.
4.Follow your veterinarian’s instructions.
5.Contact Texas Animal Health Commission’s Reporting Hotline at 1-800-550-8242.

THE BOTTOM LINE
Inspect your animals regularly, treat wounds promptly, and seek veterinary care if
something does not look right.

For more information, visit the Texas NWS Information Hub at:
Screwworm.texas.gov



https://tdem.texas.gov/disasters/new-world-screwworm
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