,, TEXAS BOARD OF VETERINARY
MEDICAL EXAMINERS

NEW WORLD SCREWWORM (NWS):
PROTECT THE ANIMALS IN YOUR CARE

Animals entering shelters and rescue organizations may be at increased risk for
undetected wounds and parasite infestations.

CHECK EVERY ANIMAL FOR:

e Open wounds or skin injuries
Drainage or foul-smelling lesions
Swelling around wounds
Excessive licking, biting, or scratching
Lethargy or decreased appetite

HIGHER-RISK POPULATIONS
e Stray animals
Recently rescued animals
Animals from border regions
Animals with unknown medical histories
Outdoor and community animals

IF YOU FIND A SUSPICIOUS WOUND
e Separate the animal from other animals if appropriate.
e Do not attempt home treatment.
e Contact a veterinarian immediately.
e Follow veterinary recommmendations regarding diagnostics and reporting.
e Report it to the Texas Animal Health Commission at 1-800-550-8242.

PREVENTION STEPS

v Perform intake examinations.

v Monitor surgical and healing wounds daily.
v Keep housing areas clean.

v Maintain parasite prevention programs.

v Train staff and volunteers to recognize signs.

EARLY ACTION SAVES LIVES
Prompt veterinary evaluation can prevent suffering and help protect pets, wildlife,
livestock, and shelter populations throughout Texas.

For more information, visit the Texas NWS Information Hub at:
Screwworm.texas.gov



https://tdem.texas.gov/disasters/new-world-screwworm
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