TEXAS BOARD OF VETERINARY
MEDICAL EXAMINERS

NEW WORLD SCREWWORM:
EARLY DETECTION STARTS IN THE EXAM ROOM

New World Screwworm (NWS) has been detected in Texas. Veterinarians serve as the
frontline defense against the reestablishment of this devastating parasite in the United

States.

WHAT TO WATCH FOR

Non-healing wounds or lesions

Excessive drainage or foul odor

Larvae present within living tissue

Sudden wound enlargement or tissue destruction

Animals exhibiting pain, lethargy, or excessive licking or chewing

HIGH-RISK CASES

Outdoor animals

Recently transported animails
Strays and rescues
Post-surgical patients
Livestock and working animals
Animals with untreated wounds

IF YOU SUSPECT NWS

Isolate the affected animal when appropriate.

Collect specimens according to state and federal guidance.

Report suspected cases immediately to the Texas Animal Health Commission at 1-
800-550-8242.

Initiate appropriate wound care and supportive treatment.

Educate owners regarding monitoring and prevention.

PREPARE YOUR PRACTICE

v Train staff to recognize suspicious lesions.

v Review reporting protocols.

v Reinforce wound management recommendations.
v Educate clients on prevention and early detection.

YOUR ROLE MATTERS

The last U.S. outbreak was identified by a veterinarian. Rapid recognition and reporting
remain the best tools to protect Texas animals, agriculture, wildlife, and public health.

For more information, visit the Texas NWS Information Hub at:
Screwworm.texas.gov



https://tdem.texas.gov/disasters/new-world-screwworm
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